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Good news 
today... and 
tomorrow
Helping you get started... or restarted. 

Whether you’re new to following Jesus or just 
looking to get grounded in the basics, this 
short book will help you take the next steps.
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Introduction

I’ve been following Jesus for almost 40 years now. And 
while I feel blessed to enjoy healthy relationships with 
family and friends, Jesus has influenced my life for the 
good more than anyone else. 

Most of my adult life has been spent sharing the message 
of Jesus around the United States and many parts of the 
world. I’ve heard thousands of stories over the decades 
of people who have been changed by Jesus. Each one is 
powerful. Each one is special... your story is unique. 

What God wants to do in and through your life isn’t cookie-
cutter. He’s got purpose for you beyond your wildest 
imagination. Your adventure is just beginning.

There’s so much we can learn from each other on how to 
enjoy life following Jesus. I’ve put together short book to 
help get you started... or restarted, so whether you’re new 
to following Jesus or just looking to get grounded in the 
basics I hope this will help you take the next steps.

We’ll start with the big question, “What is the Good News?”
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Then we’ll look at seven things every Jesus follower 
ought to know, let’s call them next steps. They’re not the 
only things, nor are they in any perfect order. It’s just a 
beginning, a starting place for you. And finally, we’ll wrap 
up with a short recap. This may be a page you’ll want to cut 
out and tape to your mirror for a while as a reminder.

Along the way, I’d love to hear what Jesus is doing in your 
life. Please take the time to send me a note! 

Following Jesus with you,

Jose Zayas
stories@goodnewstoday.world

What is the Good News? 

You’ve heard a message and taken steps to do something 
about it. Well done! Let’s take a minute to review what the 
Good News of Jesus is.

One helpful way to describe life with God is to see it in 
terms of relationship. All of us want deep and meaningful 
relationships with those we care about.  Following Jesus 
can be described as the “ultimate relationship” that will 
satisfy our deepest needs.

God’s story, told in the Bible, clearly shows how we can 
experience this relationship today, tomorrow, and forever.

Here’s a simple outline:

1. The relationship you were created for

God is pursuing you. He loves you. It’s God’s intention to 
be with you through life’s ups and downs, from the day you 
are born until you go on to eternity. Here is what the Bible 
says you were created for:
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“God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God 
he created them; male and female he created them.” Genesis 
1v27

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3v16

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I (Jesus) 
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” John 
10v10

Where would you say you are now in your relationship with 
God? Close? Distant?

Why?

2. The relationship that has been wrecked

Ever been betrayed by a family member, friend, or a person 
you love? What did it do to your relationship?

On a much larger scale, the entire human race is guilty of 
turning away from God’s design and ignoring His love. We 
lie, we cheat, and we steal. We live for ourselves, instead of 
others. We know what’s right and still don’t do it. The Bible 
defines all of this as sin. Sin means to “miss the mark of 
God’s perfection”. 

God is Holy. We are not. You missed it. We all have. It’s our 
sin that has wrecked our relationship with God and heads 

us towards the consequences of our betrayal.

The Bible says:

“There is no difference ... for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.” Romans 3v23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6v23

So how can we get back to a right relationship with God?

3. The relationship only Jesus can restore

Jesus, God’s only Son, came to earth, lived a perfect life 
and willingly gave His life on the cross to pay the penalty 
for our sins. And as He foretold, Jesus rose again three days 
later and is alive today. 

Jesus lived the life we could never live. 
And He paid the price we could never 
pay. He alone can and will forgive your 
sin and reconnect you with God if you 
ask Him.

“God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5v8

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
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is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so 
that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2v8-9

You can never earn God’s gift of life or do “something 
good enough” to make up for what you’ve already done. 
Salvation is a gift that you receive because of what Jesus 
Christ did for you.

What do you think about God’s offer?

4. The relationship that lasts forever

The way to a real relationship with God begins when you 
turn to Jesus Christ for forgiveness and trust Him alone to 
do it for you. 

“I (Jesus) tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed 
over from death to life.” John 5v24

“If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith 
and are saved ... for, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.’” Romans 10v9-13

When you turn from your sin and place your trust in Jesus 
Christ:

• Your sins are completely forgiven.

• You join God’s family and your relationship is 
reconnected.

• You receive a new life that will last forever. Jesus will 
be with you today and tomorrow, and one day you’ll be 
with Him forever.

• You begin to live in a new way. Jesus will transform the 
way you think, feel, and choices you make.

Why not place your trust in Jesus Christ right now?

A sample prayer:

God, I have rebelled against you and lived for myself. I turn to 
you as my only hope. I trust that your Son, Jesus, died and rose 
again to forgive my sin and give me a new start. I want your 
gift of eternal life and to live for you.


